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Veteran Evansville Radio ‘Ham’ Recalls | 


Highlights in Career at Tri-State Parley 


By JOE 


AARON 


Starting out with a coil-crystal| 


| .The OMs bundled up their XYLs, their YLs and theirjset with limited range, Baker—who| 
\Junior Ops yesterday and attended an Evansville “ham- 


fest” which drew 185 
eight states. A 


And if you could have 
some of the discussions they ca 
ried on, while they picnicked and 
relaxed in the shady peacefulness 
‘of Bauer’s Grove, you would have 
‘sworn the international language 
‘of the ham is more remote to the 
‘uninitiated than ‘‘pig latin’. 

Fighth Annual *Hamfest’ 

They split up into little groups 

and you could hear them muttering 


eard 


“QTH” and “QRX”” and “QSY”’ 
throughout the afternoon. Then, 
ithey said, ‘“‘BCNUL,” and _ they 


hopped into their cars and went 
home. 
It was the 


{ 


Old Timers: 


Y- \fest”’ 


amateur radio enthusiasts from 


UG 1455 


of the Tri-State Amateur 
Radio Society. 

Dean of the group—and still as 
enthusiastic as the youngest TARS 
member—was W. C, Baker of 
13206 W. Virginia St., an employe 


|of the telephone company. 
Baker, a stocky,  soit-voiced 
ham whose voice has raced 


‘around the world several times in 
the 41 years he has been fooling 
around with radio, said there were 
no government regulations to fiddle 
jwith in 1913, ‘‘as long as you 
didn’t blow the main fuse at the 


eighth. annual ‘‘ham- 


ipower house. I even managed to 
\do. that .once, 


Harry Smith, (eft) of Indianapolis and W. C. Baker, 3296 W. 
Virginia St., two of the oldest old timers at the Tri-State 


makes all his equipment — has 
worked up to a_ transmitter- 
receiver combination which ean 
reach out across the oceans and 
bring hams into his home for eos 
international chat. 

Baker said he has talked—both 
by voice and code—to radio en- 
thusiasts all over ‘Europe, Aus-| 
tralia and South Africa. 

Biggest thrill of his hobby has} 
brought him, Baker said, was in! 
helping out during a bad earth-| 
quake on the West Coast in 1938. 
Stumbling onto a distress signal) 
from a California ham while idly 
twirling the dial on his receiver,' 
Baker worked from early evening 
until 4 a.m., relaying messages 
Jontinued-on- Page 


Amateur Radio Society “hamfest” at Bauer’s Grove yesterday, do what they’ve 
been doing a long time. They sit in front of a ham radio set and join in the give- 


and-take of an airwaves (a letier of “praise "he got Hronie a. 
ee eure SS oc okiHerbert Hoover, Secretary of COM pps out the day 
from zaugte victims fein ere in 14, racing Mees Ola ame Sader UH 
back East. Sere _|newspapers in Minneapolis and St.) yee ee nich TARS bought 
| Although his enthusiasm has neve Paul while the. Twin Cities were Ose uipped eS comets es 
er waned and ee Sy Oe oni lparalyzed and isolated by a blizj- ee 
ari , fore his set, 4 wee oy ce F 
noes adi a wey) ‘a. one-man) 24rd. id it was the day faeces The unit had a practical value at; 
{teur TAO Raker family fe sad. Fv ee “\the “hamfest.” It was used to di-} 
\craze in the Baker famuly. buried Woodrow Wilson. 


b \ Pa cs 7 ne H 
Wite’s Not Interested yeh|.. The ‘“‘hamfest”—attended by Me ie to. the) 
doesn't | itaa-dit-da-tiiusiasts from Indiana, lilinols,’ "a tending the event were Hany! 
the “ditda-dit-de",- iucky, California, Texas, Mich-\, \ ree oc infield Hl. cone 
‘She’s been. Missouri and Washington—is| Matthews, Springfield, Tll., cen-) 

= 


| His wife 
truck with all a 
dits,”’ Baker said, and 


33)'gan, +p lial division director of the Ameri- 
ma she married Me S8yer ee rn an - spent with tal division direct 1e Amer 
sure since fee paey a day of fun and cheer spen Iman Radio Relay League: George 


BES ey caresan Rakerthe fellows you have been QSOing Fue, 
Fe Wore nen eae dur-\(chinning) with for the past year. | nications manager for Indiana, 
pease sipagommare gs OP iThese were} Equipment Judged = siand  Garold Echelbarger, India- 
ing either world war, they led} It was a day of games, prizes athe -aeeistawt director of rote. 
all working for @ oy “f told nd judging of commercial and er enusatinee “for the State Depart- 
Uncle.” He also confided, (1 0" |. omemade mobile equipment. Wing eee Civil Defense. 
them I was a wireless operator, So. in the commercial divisiot)"5, “| .cidentally. OM is “old| 
they put me in the infantry. aiivere Earl Jagoe, Owensboro, Ky.| an’? and the code name for any! 
Another old-timer ‘at the annual) and George Shedelbower, Mt. Car} Ma! 1" and the code name for any, 

j Sea ot a age ntit p WEL, SYA thay whathar hn’c 17 or 172. YI, is} 


“Ls 


years ago that Ft. Wayne, sectional com- 


Pree FS 


old Timers: Baty Smith, Getty of Indianapolis and W. C. Baker, 3206 W. 
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Radio Society aoe 
Has Hamfest 195° 


Radio hams from as far away 
as the state of Washington gath- 
ered at Bauer’s Grove yesterday 
(for the Tri-State Amateur Radio 


‘Society’s eighth annual “ham- 
fest,’’ 


There were 185 attending the 
meeting to personally meet the 
[people they have been talking with 
on their sets. They came from 
Indiana, Illinois, Kentucky, Cali- 
fornia, Texas, Michigan, Missouri 
and Washington. 


Besides having games and food, 
The g oup talked shop. Guests in- 
cluded Harrv M. Matthews, Spring- 
‘field, Tll., central division director 
of the American Radio Relay 
‘League; George Graue, Ft. Wayne, 
(sectional co-amunications manager 
for Indiana, and Gerold Echel- 
jbarger, Indianapolis, assistant di- 
rector of communications for the 


lox. 


State Department of Civil Defense. 


